


Memory Exchange: Dundee’s Waterfront is a reminiscence project 
reflecting on the theme of Dundee’s ever-changing waterfront. 
From October to December 2018 a group of participants, all 
members of the public aged 60+, met bi-weekly to chat, drink 
tea and eat biscuits while looking back at their memories 
and recollections of Dundee’s waterfront area. 
Each session had a different theme as a starting point and 
used objects, images and photographs from the museum 
collections of Dundee Heritage Trust as prompts. 

We have created this reminiscence booklet to 
reflect the themes covered. The questions are 
starting points to evoke special memories, spark 
conversation and to trigger interest. You’ll also 
notice that each theme features an illustration 
and/or quote - these are individuals’ 
memories, kindly shared by participants 
during sessions and lovingly brought to life 
by illustrator Laura Darling.  



We hope this booklet will be used in a variety of ways – by care-givers and 
people living with dementia, by families with older relatives or neighbours, by 
students undertaking research - but most of all, we hope that this booklet will 
start wonderful conversations and long-lasting personal connections.



How has the waterfront changed since you were a child?
What do you think of the new developments?

What are your memories of the shops in the City Arcade?

Did you use the bus terminus at Shore Terrace? 
Where did you go?

Do you remember the Royal Arch? 

 

Plan of Dundee Harbour, 1911. 
During the 1960s the Earl Grey and King William docks were filled in to create the 
foundations for the Tay Road Bridge and surrounding areas. 





Did you or someone you know work in a shipyard? 
What type of work was involved? 

Can you recall some of the ships that were built?  
What was launch day like? 

Do you remember when the shipyards started to close? 

Launch of S.Y Discovery, 21 March 1901. 
At their peak, Dundee’s shipyards employed thousands of men and boys from across the 
city. The last shipyard, the Caledon, closed in 1981. 





What did the docks smell like? What did they sound like?  
Did the docks feel like they were part of the city? 

What are your memories of the Empress Ballroom? 

Did you go to the public swimming baths?
How often would you go?

Do you remember some of the docks being filled in for the 
building of the Tay Bridge in the 1960s?

‘Jute Ship’ by Allan Beveridge, oil on canvas, 1977. 
As well as being a busy shipping harbour, the docks were also home to the public swimming 
baths from 1873 to 1975, and the Empress Ballroom which opened in 1938 and was 
demolished in the 1960s.





Grytviken whaling station, South Georgia, c. 1925-1927. 
The whaling industry was of vital importance to Dundee as the city’s shipyards had a reputation 
for building strong whalers and the jute industry needed whale oil to process the fibres.

Did you know Dundee was once Europe’s premier whaling port?

Was anyone in your family a whaler? 
Did they ever talk about their work? 
Do you think this would be a difficult job? 

Do you remember the smell of whale oil?
Can you describe it?

 





What types of ships and boats can you remember seeing in 
Dundee harbour? 

Do you remember RRS Discovery coming back to Dundee?

Did your parents threaten to ‘send you to the Mars’ if you 
misbehaved?

Are RRS Discovery and HMS Unicorn important symbols of 
Dundee’s maritime past?  Why?

RRS Discovery and HMS Unicorn in Victoria Dock, c.1986.  © Mr S. Gordon
Before moving to her current location at Discovery Point, Discovery was berthed opposite 
the Unicorn. Today, Victoria Dock houses the North Carr, the last remaining Scottish lightship, 
and is still home to the frigate Unicorn.  





Did you play in or near the River Tay as a child?  
Where did you play?  What did you play? 

Did you ever cross the Tay on the ‘Fifie’? 
What was the journey like?

What does the river mean to you?

Paddle steamer crossing the River Tay, date unknown. Known locally as the ‘Fifie’, the Fife 
Ferry was used to transport passengers and vehicles across the river until the Tay Road 
Bridge opened in 1966. 
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